
STAND. COM. REP. NO. lYSl 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

MAR 2 2 2019 
RE : H.B. No. 1541 

H.D. 2 
S.D. 1 

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi 
President of the Senate 
Thirtieth State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2019 
State of Hawaii 

Sir: 

Your Committee on Higher Education, to which was referred 
H.B. No. 1541, H.D. 2, entitled: 

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION," 

begs leave to report as follows: 

The purpose and intent of this measure is to establish and 
appropriate funds for the Hawaii gun violence prevention center 
and staff within the University of Hawaii to research strategies 
to prevent gun violence. 

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure 
from the University of Hawai'i System. Your Committee received 
testimony in opposition to this measure from the Hawaii Rifle 
Association, Hawaii Firearms Coalition, Hawaii Hunting 
Association, and fifty-eight individuals. Your Committee received 
comments on this measure from the Department of Budget and 
Finance. 

Your Committee finds that gun violence is a significant 
public health and public safety problem. Across the nation, rates 
of fatal gun violence have remained essentially unchanged for more 
than a decade, as declines in homicide have been offset by 
increases in suicide. Your Committee further finds that there is 
a lack of research about gun violence and its prevention. 
Therefore, this measure would allow the University of Hawaii to 
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conduct the necessary research to analyze and develop strategies 
to prevent gun violence in the State. 

Your Committee has amended this measure by: 

(1) Specifying that proceeds from criminal asset forfeitures 
may be deposited into the Hawaii gun violence prevention 
center special fund and making a conforming amendment to 
section 712A-16, Hawaii Revised Statutes; 

(2) Deleting language that would have allowed the Hawaii gun 
violence prevention center special fund to provide 
grants to counties for gun violence prevention; and 

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the 
purposes of clarity and consistency. 

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your 
Committee on Higher Education that is attached to this report, 
your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. 
No. 1541, H.D. 2, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass 
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1541, 
H.D. 2, S.D. 1, and be referred to your Committees on Judiciary 
and Ways and Means. 

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committee on Higher Education, 

l3 

DONNA MERCADO KIM, Chair 
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The Senate 
Thirtieth Legislature 

State of Hawai'i 

Bill / Resolution No.:* 

+@ t5Lt-l +WL 

Record of Votes 
Committee on Higher Education 

HRE 

Committee Referral: Date: 
H R E , G D L D A ~  3/L9 

Members 
KIM, Donna Mercado (C) 

KAHELE. Kaiali'i 
KIDANI, Michelle N. (VC) 

u The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure. 

If so, then the previous decision was to: 

Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused 

/ 

The Recommendation is: 

0 Pass, unamended Pass, with amendments Hold 0 Recommit 
2311 231 0 231 3 231 2 

KEITH-AGARAN, Gilbert S.C. 
FEVELLA, Kurt 

/ 
/ 

T O T A L  
Recommendation: 

Adopted 0 Not Adopted 

Chair's or Designee's Sig ature: , 2%.dJun -A 
Distribution: Original Yellow Pink Goldenrod 

File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy 

*Only one measure per Record of Votes 
Revised: 1210311 8 


